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preferred me with Dr. Brookes' s Gazetteer- ' 
Id that now, in (lead of confining mvfelftd 
England, I was to ftudy the whole world 
at large. The method my father took for ij 
this purpofe was as effeftual as it Was j 
pleafing* 

Every morning, as Toon as we had 
break-failed, my father ufed to give me The 
Daily Advert if cr to read to him. His rea- 
fon for preferring that paper to others was, 
becaufe the news was generally authentic 
and that there was fcldom any thing in it 
that could corrupt the morals of youth, or 
entice them from the paths of virtue, all 
which he could not truly fay of any other 
public paper. 

I read the paper to him paragraph by pa- 
ragraph, and at the end of each I flopped, 
to tell him what I knew of the pi aces men- 
tioned therein, in what part of the world H 
they wore fituated, their government, cuf- f 
toms, &c. If I could give no account of 
the places mentioned in the paragragh of 
news, I was then obliged to have recourfe 
to my Gazetteer, where I was fure to find 
as much as was neccffary to he known 
on that occafton. From Dr, Brookes, I 
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turned to my maps, and, having found it 
there, I took particular notice of what 
people or nations furrounded it, and iome- 
times gave an account of fome of them, 
which 1 remembered reading before. In 
this manner I proceeded with every mate- 
rial paragraph. 

As my Gazetteer was too cumberfome to 
carry about me, I purchafed of my publiftier 
Atlas Minimus ^ which is a collection of little 
maps, {hewing the fituation of every part 
of the world. This book was conflantly 
my pocket companion ; for it took but 
little room, and was always ready to af- 
ford me the moft rational amufement. In 
the hot fummer days, while other boys were 
ileeping in the grafs, I, under the {hade of 
fome wide fpreading tree, with the afli fi- 
ance of the Atlas, could trace the utmofl 
boundaries of the world, view the fituation 
of the remotefl regions, and trace thofc 
immenfe oceans, over which mankind 
venture in purfuit of gain. It flill accom- 
panies me in my morning and evening 
walks; and though I look upon myfclf at 
this time as a great proficient in geography, 
I flill find it ufeful to confult occalionally, 
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